
Minutes, March 22, 2021

HHS COVID19 Update
● Number full remote: 208 out of 537 as of 3/22/21.
● In total, six cases at HHS have needed contact tracing. There is 0 evidence of transmission

at school so far. Students have been excellent about wearing their masks.

AP Exam Update (presented by Jeanette Kocur; thanks to Ms. Kocur for joining us)
● Information sheet can be found on the Hastings Daily and parents of AP students have

received emails. AP Parent Letter
● The College Board is planning to have three administration sessions. HHS is encouraging

students to participate in the 1st administration, if it is appropriate for them (i.e., if they are
able to come on-site). Teachers will be working with students to identify their testing
selections. Ms. Kocur has to individually designate each student to the appropriate test
session; there is a 7-day window in which you can postpone from one session to another.

● Administration #1 will be a paper-and-pencil exam. These exams will occur between May
3rd-May 17th at HHS in the Cochrane Gym. There will be morning exams, and afternoon
exams, each 3.5 hours. Accommodations will be available for students (e.g., quiet rooms).

● Administration #2 will be a “digital” test, taken online at home, May 18th – May 28th, also
with morning and afternoon exams. The following are not be available online during Admin
#2 and must be taken paper-and-pencil: Chemistry, Statistics, Calculus (AB and BC), Music
Theory. There will be some different aspects in the online exam to prevent cheating.

● In the event that an individual is unable to sit for Admin #1 or #2 (e.g., due to quarantine or
COVID illness), they can sit for Admin #3, June 1st-June 11th. This will be online/digital.
Music Theory will NOT be offered digitally. All others will be.

● Classes occur as usual on AP exam days. Please let the school know if your child will not
be attending the rest of classes on the day of an AP exam.

Class Scheduling for 2021-2022 (presented by Jeanette Kocur)
● Guidance counselors set up meetings with each HHS student to plan for next year’s course

selections.
● 11th grade scheduling occurs during the junior meetings (part of college application process

planning) and will be completed in April.
● 8th-10th grade meetings occurred as virtual meets. If your child missed their meeting, the

guidance counselor is expected to follow-up with them, including a phone call if necessary,
by Thursday of this week. Prior to the meeting, the counselor sent a “course request” sheet.

● You and your child can find the course selections for next year on the HHS School
Counseling site, called “HHS Program of Studies 2021-2022.” Program of Studies

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1O1uRi0Zgp0F2n9QkdfbDasMpd8iihf7fnn_hM7Q9wm8/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1T6JiiUVPXVxJt5SUqQeb4NxAjyIN3urs/view?usp=sharing


● 8th grade parents were invited to open Q&A sessions. All HHS parents are invited to reach
out to the guidance team if you have questions about course selection.

● When all the course requests are done, the school uses a computer algorithm to enter all
the requests and determine how many sections are needed for next year. This will occur
after Spring Break. The computer scheduling algorithm also creates a “conflict list” which
indicates to the guidance counselors that a student was not able to enroll in all the
requested courses. This leads to individualized approaches and the guidance counselor will
reach out to the student if there are conflicts that cannot be resolved.

● Scheduling is complicated in a small school, where there are a limited number of class
sections available. Scheduling is NOT a first-come, first-served process. Rising seniors do
get priority for courses.

● Later in April, parents will be able to see (on the portal) what courses your child selected –
this is NOT the schedule. Actual schedules will be available 3rd week in August.

Regents Exams Update
● NYS requested a waiver of all state tests. The US Dept of Ed has not granted the waiver,

as of yet. At this time, there will be state tests for grades 3-8. At the moment, the plan is to
offer 4 Regents Exams: Earth Science, Living Environment, Algebra 1, English. At HHS this
impacts 9th graders in Algebra 1 and Living Environment, and 11th graders, who take the
English regents. It is still possible that these exams will be waived.  Here is the current
schedule: Regents Exam Schedule

● Under the current plan, if you are an in-person learner after April 12 th, it is generally
expected you will take the exam. Remote learners cannot be mandated to take an
in-person exam; there is no digital version. Current plan is for “compassionate grading,”
which means that if the exam score can help your child’s grade (regents are 10% of final
grade) then it will be included, and if it does not help then it will not be included. It is not
Officially, at this time, the grade will be included on the transcript; that might change. The
exams do not count toward graduation requirements (they are not necessary to graduate;
while you have to pass the class to graduate, you do not have to pass the regents).

● Final exams at HHS are under discussion; we should have the answer by the next PTSA
Parent Meeting.

Senior Updates
● Senior Prom will be held at the Waterfront Park on June 21st. It will be open to HHS

students only (no guests). There will be white glove service through Harvest on Hudson,
tents, DJ, dance floor. Decisions about COVID-testing pre-event are still being made and
depend on state guidance. Current guidelines indicate that attendees need to have a
COVID-negative test 72 hours prior to the event.
○ If you have any questions, comments, or concerns about this event, contact Ms.

Hardesty or Mr. Adipietro directly. Do NOT contact Nancy Gagliardi.
● Graduation is planned at Burke Estate, and plans for a Senior Parade are being made.
● Senior Options: the timeframe has been abbreviated to June 2nd – June 18th. Instead of a

final project, the requirements include a time log, review by mentor, and summary of the
experience. Ms. Hardesty will coordinate logistics, with a video message providing details in

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rjw7QIvr5icImbTNSdlhrAXiuij6s1ZO/view?usp=sharing


the upcoming days. There will be some school-based opportunities. Paid internships (e.g.,
part-time jobs) can be considered.

April 12th All-In
● The video describing the plan will be released on March 25th. Families will be asked to

indicate their plans to the school. Please watch for a questionnaire, which will be due at the
end of spring break.

● Out of 450 HHS families, 396 responded to the survey about on-site learning. 18%
indicated that they intended to stay all-remote; ~22% were undecided. Mr. Adipietro is
anticipating having about 375 students on-site, which is manageable for the school.

● New York State and Westchester County have not yet adopted the CDC guidelines of 3-feet
between students, so the school is planning for 6-feet requirements. New transparent
barriers have been purchased for individual desks. At shared spaces (e.g., lab counters)
barriers are being built by Buildings & Grounds. More outdoor seating has been created for
lunch. Entrances and exits will be separated by grades. Masks MUST be worn at all times.

● Remote learning students can expect the same level of instruction they have received
during hybrid learning.

SEPTA Announcement: SEPTA HHS Community Conversation with Mr. A, Ms. Hardesty, Ms.
Sullivan, and Mr. Stewart on 4/13 at 6:30 pm. The link is on the District calendar.

PTSA Announcements
● New joint flash fundraising effort with SEPTA: Donate towards the purchase of air purifiers

for the classrooms. The goal is $30,000 and we have raised over $24,000 so far. Contribute
by Friday 3/26 to be entered into the raffle. Lots of great prizes – spirit wear, Refill Room
starter kit, cakes by Cakes on Hudson, or Family Game Night kit! PTSA/SEPTA Air Purifier
Fundraiser Flyer; Donate Here

● The Nominating Committee has completed its slate for the PTSA Board for 2021-2022. A
vote was taken and the slate was approved.  Two positions are still open.  Please reach out
to the PTSA if you’d like to get involved. Check out our website for more information: HOH
PTSA

HASTINGS WAY Coalition (Presented by Linda Fosina): There will be a Virtual Parent
Support Group Thursday March 25 7:30-8:45 pm on the topic “Will the return to in-person
learning bring more in-person partying?” Register here: Hastings Way Coalition

Next Meeting: Our next meeting is May 24th, at 6:30 P.M.  Please email us if you have any
topics you’d like included on the agenda.

Joanna Steinglass jsteinglass@ptsahastings.org

Toby Linder tlinder@ptsahastings.org

Robin Muskin rmuskin@ptsahastings.org
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